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WEST AUSTRALIAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA — INTERNATIONAL TOUR 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.02 pm]: I rise to briefly advise the 
house on the exciting international tour currently being undertaken by the West Australian Symphony Orchestra. 
WASO, as it is often known, is our largest performing arts organisation and one of the state’s most important 
cultural assets. As part of its international engagement strategy, it has been developing a cross-cultural 
partnership with the China Philharmonic Orchestra since 2014, which led to WASO being invited to perform at 
the Beijing Music Festival and the Abu Dhabi Classics season between 3 and 14 October. 
This tour is a tour of firsts. This is the first time that a major Australian orchestra has been invited to perform at 
the prestigious Beijing Music Festival and the Shanghai Concert Hall. This part of the tour also includes 
educational performances by WASO’s education chamber orchestra and brass quintet at two leading Chinese 
schools. The exciting partnership will be captured in a documentary entitled Harmony by Australian film 
producer Alan Lindsay, which is expected to be broadcast next year to an audience of 40 million people across 
Australia and China. This was also the first time that a major Australian performing arts company has toured the 
United Arab Emirates. WASO performed an all-Wagner program for the opening concert of the Abu Dhabi 
Classics season. 
I am very pleased to advise that the Liberal–National government, via the Departments of Culture and the Arts, 
State Development, and Premier and Cabinet, provided $250 000 to support WASO’s tour. I thank the Premier 
for enabling that support. This invitation speaks volumes about the excellence of our local arts sector and the 
vital role that Western Australian companies play in promoting our state to the rest of the world. WASO’s tour to 
China and the United Arab Emirates will contribute significantly to the ongoing economic, social and political 
ties developed by this state and provides a great opportunity to strengthen trade, tourism and cultural and 
diplomatic relations. I wish the staff and musicians well for the remainder of the tour and look forward to hosting 
a reciprocal tour to Perth when the opportunity arises. 
I add in conclusion that an email from Craig Whitehead, the chief executive officer of WASO, which was received 
yesterday, indicates that the concert in Beijing at the Beijing Music Festival was very well received locally. 
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